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twenty-first century implies growing risks to China’s expanding foreign
engagement. How to guard against various diplomatic risks and avoid being
entangled in diplomatic crises is one of the most considerable challenges for
China. Of all the preventative measures against diplomatic risk, the building of
an early warning and rapid-response system is one of the most efficient and
cost-effective. Although common practice in early warning system building
might be wuseful to China, two distinct Chinese characteristics — the
non-interference principle and China’s self-identification as a rising global power
— will distinguish China’s approach from international practice. China’s
diplomatic risks early warning module should take three factors into
consideration, namely, stability of the host country, stability of the bilateral
relationship, and external spillover effects. A module thus built can effectively
detect and monitor the potential national, transnational, and systematic risks to
China’s diplomacy, leaving sufficient time for China to come up with targeted
and comprehensive early response prescriptions.

KEYWORDS: diplomatic risk, early warning, early response, module building

China’s Clean Energy Diplomacy and the Belt and Road Initiative:
Opportunities, Challenges, and Capacity Building

LI Xinlei

ABSTRACT: The objective of China’s clean energy diplomacy is multifold:
protecting national green energy security, promoting energy transformation,
achieving good governance of regional clean energy, and constructing a new
order for better global energy governance. The Belt and Road Initiative has
injected new impetus into China’s energy diplomacy in that the ever-growing
demand for clean energy in countries along the two routes calls for greater

resource complementarity, industrial capacity upgradation, and more effective
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green financing institutions. In the face of the multiple constraining factors—
political and economic uncertainties, geopolitical competitions between great
powers, vulnerable ecosystems, and divergent policies and standards—China
needs to build its overall capacity for more robust energy diplomacy by focusing
on five aspects, namely, green energy diplomacy, institution building, resource
allocation, green finance, and discoursive power, with a view to building a green
community of shared destiny.

KEYWORDS: Belt and Road Initiative, clean energy diplomacy, strategic capacity,

community of share destiny, energy governance

U.S. Wedge Strategy and Prealignment in the Asia-Pacific Region
WANG Xiaohu

ABSTRACT: (Dis)alignment has been a constant topic in the U.S. foreign policy
discourse since the end of the Cold War. The new administration’s foreign policy
is still in the making, and alliance politics will surely take its due place. Wedge
strategy is an integral part of U.S. strategy in the Asia-Pacific, with the aim of
forestalling the formation of any anti-U.S. Security alliance or coalition. In theory,
the effective of U.S. wedge strategy depends on the effective application of two
approaches—endorsement and compensation. In practice, the United States is
driving a strategic wedge between a rising China and its increasingly nervous
neighbors with a view to tilt the regional balance of power in U.S. Favor. The
most effective countermeasure that China should adopt is greater strategic
perseverance.

KEYWORDS: wedge strategy, China-U.S. relations, balance of threat,

prealignment
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